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THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 
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department  of  the  army 

OFFICE  or  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 
WASHINGTON.  D.C.  20310 


AGDA-A  (M)  (5  Apr  71)  FOR  OT  UT  704218  13 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Peoort  ! - *  •  n  • 

sw.onai  iteporc  J.ca:.oiLD  uearnea.  Headquarters,  Isc 

Aviation  Brigade,  Period  Ending  31  October  1970  (U) 

SEE  DISTRIBUTION  . 


13  April  1971 


's 


1.  The  attached  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  • 

accordance  with  para  4b,  AR  525-15.  luation  in 

2.  The  Information  contained  in  this  reoorr  fc  „  • 

Chat  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  are  used  to'^th^be^fit 

3.  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  rAcir  . 

should  bo  fo,„.rdod  CO  ch.  Assiscsoc  C  lot  o  s  .  LrFo'roL“»“°: 

ATTOi  FOR  OT  OT  oUhin  90  days  of  r.colpc  o£  cLs  Ucter!  ’ 


BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY; 


,  USA 

DISTRIBUTION:  Adjutant  General 

Commanding  Generals 
US  Continental  Army  Comnand 
US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 
US  Army  Materiel  Command 
Commandants 
US  Army  War  College 

US  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  College 

US  Army  Armor  School 

US  Army  Aviation  School 

US  Amy  Engineer  School 

US  Amy  Field  Artillery  School 

US  Amy  Infantry  School 

US  Amy  Ordnance  School 

US  Amy  Transportation  School 


Regraded  unclassified  when  separated 
from  classified  inclosure. 
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Copies  furnished: 

Office,  Chief  of  Staff,  US  Army 

Deputy  Chiefs  of  Staff 

Chief  of  Research  and  Development 

Assistant  Chiefs  of  Staff 

Chief  of  Engineers 

Commanding  Generals 

US  Army  Electronics  Command 
US  Army  Weapons  Command 
US  Army  Flight  Training  Center 
Deseret  Test  Center 

III  Corps,  ATTN:  Director,  Project  MASSTER 
Deputy  Chief  of  Staff,  Air  Force,  Plans  &  Operations 
Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps 
USAF  Air  Ground  Operations  School 
The  Air  University  Library 
Gyrodyne  Company  of  America 
Defense  Documentation  Center 
USAF  Project  RAND 
Commanding  Officers 

US  Army  Limited  War  Laboratory 

US  Army  Logistics,  Doctrine  Systems  &  Readiness  Agency 
US  Army  Mobility  Equipment  Research  &  Development  Ccntec 
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CONFIOEKTIAl 

IHIPiKSSJS  CF  iHMT 
.  II3JLD^i?.5*ES,  IS?  AVIATIOSf  BJUGilE 
A?0  San  Francisco  96584 


1VB4CO  15  Novesnber  1970 

SnBJECTi.  Cjpsrational  Esport-Lesaons  Learned  for  Haadquartersi  Ist  Aviation 
Brigade,  Period  Siding  51  October  1970»  RCS  CSFOH-^-5  (B2)  (o) 


SES  msTRiBU'naT 


1.  (c)  Cjperaticnei  Significant  Activities 


(1)  (The  Ist  Aviation  Brigade  sission  of  providing  effective  and  responsive 
&my  aviation  support  to  US,  HVIJ  and  Fi'WA?  grovmd  elements  remained  unchanged. 

(2)  Changes  in  Key  Staff  Personnel  1  She  following  changes  were  made  in  key 
staff  personnel  during  the  quarter 1 

(a)  Brigads  Cocsnanderi 

OCL  Sairuel  G.  Cockerham,  ?C,  425-54-042?  1  Aug  70  -  11  Aug  70 

BC  Jack  W.  Hemingway,  USA,  462-I2-6O45  12  Aug  70  -  Present 

(b)  Deputy  Brigade  Conmanderj 

COL  Samuel  G,  Cockeiham,  TC,  425-34-O427  ‘  12  Aug  70  -  3  Oct  70 

COL  John  C,  Hughes,  Ef,  332-12-5425  4  Oct  70  -  Present 

(c)  Deputy  Brigade  Conroander/Adnint 

COL  William  D.  Proctor,  IK,  256-16-6525  1  Aug  70  -  4  Oct  70 

COL  F.  K.  MC  Cullar,  IK,  465-O3-3556  5  Oct  70  -  Present 

(d)  Qiief  of  Staff  I 

LTC  Gerald  E.  Royals,  TC,  O54-22-I86O  1  Aug  70  -  12  Aug  70 

COL  Qhorveld  R.  Torgersen,  Ef,  231-34-6442  13  Aug  70  -  15  Sep  ^0 

LTO  Gerald  1.  Royals,  TC,  054-22-1860  16  Sep  70  -  19  Oct  70 

COL  Oiexles  R.  Sfciith,  IK,  261-36-4599  _  19  Oct  70  -  Present 


FOR  OT  UT 

704218 
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AVBiflG  .  15  Kovamber  1970 

SUBJSCITi  Ctoorational  Ecpor't-Lcssons  Learned  Tor  Headquarters}  1st  Aviation 
Brigade}  Period  aiding:  51  October  1970}  lOS  CS?03-65  (H2)  (u) 

(e)  Secretary  of  the  General  Staff i 


MiJ  I/illis  E.  Bunting}  ?L,  2a-24-0004 
LTC  Bcvid  L.  Mosher}  P4|  507“28-6iV'f8 

(f)  Gli  '  • 

LTC  inthony  J.  ildeasa,  AS,  156-24-8969 
LTO  Sydney  L.  Strickland}  12.',  26O-34-I655 

(g)  02 1 

mj  Miles  C,  Hedrick,  HI,  243-50-7241 
LTO  miian  E.  Fonahcll,  ZH,  218-26-4059 

(h)  G3t 

LTO  Larry  J,  Bau^non,  H?,  512-24-8141 
LTC  George  ff.  Ivey,  HT,  254-52-1140 

(i)  04 1 


MAJ  Henry  >L  Hag-.rtiod}  Jr,,  5*49-48-2410 
LTO  Gciald  E,  Boyalo,  TO,  05.4-22-1860 
'•VJ  Henry  M«  Kegvrood,  Jr«,  P/^  549-48-2410 
LTO  Gerald  B,  Royals ,  TO,  054-22-1860 

(j)  Staff  Judge  Advocate » 

OPT  Ronald  G.  Vantino,  JA,  501-4<4-6l39 
OPT  Besvis  C,  Mitchell,  JA,  539-.40-7286 

(k)  Safety  Officer 1 

JIAJ  Bolus  S.  Evans,  PA*,  429-58-4651 
fL'J  V/cyne  B.  Davis,  2<, 

(l)  Pli^t  Section  I 

CEPT  Salvatore  A*  Salupo,  El,  275-42-8520 
OFT  Ilorrill  R,  Menlovc,  PA,  528-56-4518 

(m) *  Aircraft  Maintenance  'Officeri 

f 

MAkJ  John  R»  Hopkins,  TO,  408-48-5950 
GET  Lou  Litchfield,  TO,  557-56-5974 
CV4  Robert  J.  Sable,  A7,  287-24-6518 
LTC  Borne  at  W.  Hiyan,  221,  .446-28-2961 


1  Aag  70  -  14  Oct  70 
15  Oct  70  -  Present 


1  Aug  70  -  25  Aoig  70 
26  Aug  70  «  Present 


1  Aug  70  -  18  Sep  70 
19  Sop  70  -  Present 


« 


1 

Aug 

70  - 

5  Sop  70 

4 

Sop 

70  - 

Present 

1 

Au« 

70  - 

12  Aug  70 

15 

Aug 

70  - 

15  Sop  70 

16 

Sep 

70  - 

19  Oct  70 

20 

Oct 

70  - 

Present 

1 

Aug 

70  - 

15  Sep  70 

16 

Sop 

70  - 

Present 

1  Aug  70  -  12  Oct  70 
15  Oct  70  -  Present 


1  Aug  70-8  Sop  70 
9  Sop  70  -  Present 


‘  1  Awg  70  -  1  Sop  70 

2  Sop  70  -  15  Sep  70 
16  Sop  70  -  1  Oct  70 
2  Oct  70  -  Present 
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UBUiO  15  Novobbcr  197^ 

SDBJKJTl  C^cratiQiiel  Bsport^Lcasons  Ijcoaied  for  Eeadqu^tcraf  1st  JyiQtion 
Brigade,  Period  »idiiig  31  October  1970,  BCS  (k)  (u) 

(3)  Bio  organization  of  Ist  iyiation  Brigade  units  is  shown  in  Ifto 
Chrgaiiizatlon  dart  at  Inclos«re  1  and  ti:e  Station  List  at  Inclosuro  2, 

b.  GL/lDt 

(1)  Brcakdovci  of  i'/iators 


(a)  Oonniisaionei  Officers  -  1851 


(b) 

Vairant  Officers 

2261 

(c) 

Total 

- 

.tll2 

(2) 

Brcaicdo’wn  of  Officers  ViT  Brandi. 

IN 

007 

f 

AMEEG 

- 

47 

- 

247 

Ji 

- 

3 

AD 

96 

AG 

- 

15 

PA 

- 

380 

ai 

- 

19 

30 

a' 

TG 

- 

125 

MP 

- 

11 

IDE 

— 

1C 

GB 

— 

7 

OD 

6 

ai 

- 

5 

xlT 

- 

160 

<31 

- 

3 

• 

WD 

- 

2368 

TOTiVL 

4389 

* 

(3) 

Eri^rado  Stren/Tth. 

IDig  strength 

of  thG  1st  Aviation  Brigade  os  of 

31  Oct  70  was  as 

follows  1 

UNIT 

OF? 

VO 

EtL 

Tcrp;^, 

HHO,  1st  iam  Bdo 

67 

20 

250 

517 

12th  G;i; 

542 

635 

4264 

5441 

17th  C£C 

619 

871 

5940 

7430 

164th  d!!} 

464 

599 

4429 

5512 

165th  GAG 

152 

65 

I58O 

1575 

212th  GAB 

177 

180 

-1211 

1502 

TOTAL 

2021 

2368 

17526 

21915 

INCL  3 
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UfBl£G  15  Nwcsabor  1970 

aJBJ33QPi  Operational  Hcport-Iiessons  Learned  for  Headquarters,  Ist  ^srietion 
Brigade,  Period  aiding  3I  October  1970,  ECS  caP(B-65  (B2)  (u) 

Cf)  Bcoogpcndations  for  iwarda«  2ie  following  is  a  report  of  aotions 
taken  on  all  awards  recomendationa  roocived  by  iliia  headquerters  during  tlic 
period  1  Zugust  1970  to  3I  October  1970. 


itfiBI) 

ESCEir/2D 

PB0GISS2D 

m 

1 

1 

0 

L60 

3 

3 

1 

mu 

Q 

0 

0 

as 

66 

68 

45 

LCM 

25 

25 

14 

jyc- 

659 

639 

556 

34 

61 

61 

61 

BSM*"/" 

70 

70 

70 

BSM 

216.’ 

216.^, 

2164 

415 

415 

•‘rl5 

m 

28591 

28591 

28511 

175 

175 

1)5 

LECai 

76a' 

7684 

PH 

125 

125 

125 

(5) 

Orders  Published.  General  Orders  tniblisliod  bv'  ilcadeuartors.  Ist  Aviation 

Brigade, 

vitli  totals  by  nonth,  ere 

oa  follows 1 

MONOH 

C2FEnAL  0RI1S3 

iligUst 

1013 

Soptembor 

1167 

October 

1018 

TOTAL 

3196 

(6) 

E  &  R  Bata.  XUrin/;  the  ooriod  i  Aunist  1970  through  ^1  October  1970. 

a  total  of  <P-05  E&E  allocations  vcrc  received  by  this  hoadquearters.  QT  this 

3687  wore 

1  utilised.  Iho  following 

is  a  brcclcQOwn  by  raonth  1 

MCNTH 

SPACES  ALLCOATHB 

SPACBS  USES) 

PEECaiTACB 

Aug 

L’08 

1248 

88;7?i 

Sop 

1385  ■ 

1253 

Q9*2fo 

Oct 

mi 

1206 

Totals 

4105 

5687 

09.9?^ 

% 
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iVEJCO  15  ilorniiber  ISJO 

S3BJ20r»  Operational  Sopor t-lca eons  learned  for  JleadonnrtcrB/  lat  iViation 
Brigade,  Period  aiding  51  Octobqr  1970,  RC3‘cS?Qa-65  (ii2)  (u) 

.  (?)  -^glicat  ions  Hcccived.  3ic  follcving  ref loots  officer  application/ 

appeintaents  received  by  coath  for  the  reporting  period  i 


McariH 

0^ 

VO 

BIT.  _??:■ 

TOT-^S. 

hxg 

0 

1 

1 

6 

Sep 

0 

1 

7 

8 

16 

Got 

2 

0 

£2_ 

4 

26 

TOTALS 

2 

2 

55 

15 

50 

c, 

Ihc  folloving  personnel  Security'  Investigation  lotions  vera  completed 


during  the  period  1  /agust  1970  througii  51  October  l?7,0i 

(1)  Hequesta  for  Background  Im'ostigationsi  17 

(2)  Hoquosto  for  verification  of  BocSeground  Investigations 1  ITS 

(5)  nocpiosto  for  national  igcncy  Cheeks »  19 

(./)  Bequests  for  vcrlficcticn  of  Hationrl.  .'^oncy  CioclcsJ  110 

(5)  Requests  for  vorificaticn  of  Shtrance  Rat^l  Agency  Choclaji  75 

(6)  Total  ?9I  j'xtlonsf  597 


(7)  Of  those  597  PSI  actions,  108  are  ponding  and  289  vore  co«i]<lctod. 

d.  g^i 

(1)  The  1st  .Iviation  Brigade  ha^  completed  a  cemgjilation  of  all  unit 
suEmory  coitliorizotion  documents  into  detailed  J-ITOBs.  The  documents  hjivo  boon 
forwarded  to  USAITv  for  rc-'icw*  T3io  objective  of  this  action  was  to  give  the 
units  one  detailed  authorization  document  for  ■ihoir  use  and  to  establish  a,  eor- 
rect  date  base  at  USIRPIC.  This  major  task  was  accompl'shcd  well  before  the 
deadline  established  by  USIRV. 

(2)  Follcwing  the  5®  ucy  c/oluation  of  FLIR  (porvnrd  Loolcing  Infrared) 
in  August  1970  in  IIS  4i  an  additional  60  day  evaluation  commenced  in  KH  1  in 
early  Soptenbor  1970.  Night  surveillance  and  reconnaissance  by  fire  missions 
flown  by  FLIR  received  an  enthusiastic  response  from  tarticai  units  in  MR  4« 
Estimated  completion  date  of  the  60  day  evaluation  in  IE  1  is  5  Boc  70. 
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AVB2G0  15  NovoBibcr  }970 

SOBJSOTi  C^eraticjnal  Esport-Iicssons  Leazned  for  Ilor^oaart^rs,  let  J!s,''iotion 
Brigade,  Period  Sfcdiag  3I  Ootobcr  1970,  SCS*CaPCa-65  (32)  (u) 

(3)  B^’aluaticn  of  the  yO-3A  wiich  began  in  Kay  1970  is  still  in  projposs# 
(Ihrcc  alrciraft  operating  f2X>»  Hiu  Bai  support  K3  1,  four  eirernft  operating 
fron  Long  lhanh  support  ME  3»  end  two  aircraft  operating  froia  Binh  Shuy  support 
MH  4*  Maintenance  deiiciericies  in  both  the  aircraft  and  oission  Gqvd.p!ncr.t 
have  caused  considerable  delay  in  the  oveluatian.  Bue  to  these  delays  tiio 
YO.34  evaluation  has  been  extended  60  days*  liho  YO-^L  aircraft  and  evaluation 
personnel  are  assigned  to  1st  bm  Bdo  units,  ho\^e\’nr,  tost  end  evaluation  axe 
under  the  proponent  of  ACTIV,  and  will  be  ropprtod  throu^  iCTIV  cliannels. 

(4)  Continued  enphasis  has  been  placed  on  civic  action  programs  during  the 
past  quarter,  in  increase  was  realised  in  educational  efforts  provided  for  the 
Yiotnamcac,  Other  activities  included  construction  md  repair  of  schools  «id 
medical  f anilities  and  cor.txdbutions  of  food,  clothing,  hoaltSi  items  and 

money.  Medical  md  dental  assistance  continued  to  bo  proL'^ided  by  widely  employed 
MSECiP  and  lESITCA?  Teens, 

(5)  luring  the  past  quarter  tho  Ist  Iviation  Brigade  continued  to  use  all 
available  sources  of  in-countr;i'  training  to  maintain  a  hi^  state  of  operational 
readiness  at  all  levels  of  cccncnd,  In-countrj''  training  is  essential  to  augment 
trcd.nlng  conducted  in  CClfUS,  T!io  followirig  date  provides  a  recapitulation  of 
the  training  quotas  allocat-d  to  subordinate  units  during  the  reporting  poriodi 

(a)  iiry  iviation  Rofreaher  Training  School  (il'JiTS),  3io  school  at  Hm  Loi 
continues  to  provide  thv  Is-  i-/n  Bdo  witii  its  largest  number  of  formally  conducted 
courses.  The  iLliiTS,  conduct-a  by  tho  5'/th  General  Support  Group,  provided  regular 
training  in  tho  following  courses  (2d  queartor  quotas  ore  also  Bho\m)i 


CQDRSsa  yjoT;.s 

13H-1  Repair  45 

CE-47  Repair  8 

153-113  Jligino  27 

T55-Idl  Shgino  4 

jkmemont  ^  Crs  (CFP)  9 

ibrnament  ^  Crs  (EM)  2.’ 

Armament  #2  Crs  (aH-1G  (F?)  8 

Anjomont  ifQ  Grs  (AH-IG  2M)  27 

Tech  Supply  (HiL)  65 

Tech  Inspector  25 


SUB-T0T.'Ji  258 


6 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


15  Ifw'^cBtocr  If/O 

STBJSCSl  Oporationel  Beport-Lcssons  Leaincd  for  nccdquArterS;^  1st  f.vir.tion’ 
■Brigade,  Piaiod  Ending  3I  October  1970,  HCS  CSfCa-65  (HB)  (o) 

(b)  USARV  conducted  •avisiTor  trensition  end  naintcnencc  coiurscsi 

camssB 

iSH-lG  '  ”  *  25 


CE-58  24 

(c)  IP/SE  Oyxes 

AH-IC  (mm  3r*ool)  7 

Qi~C  6 

UH-1  (ist  .'.vn  Bdo  School)  32 

(d)  Life  Supp'.*.  3chCK>l  -SJ 

iivintor  8 

! 

Ihlistcd  i-jctnicirn  19 

’KfilliS  a3 

(6)  Iho  HI? /JIT  SystvJD  Sch:ol,  icplcrcntcd  to  train  rr/iator's  and  enlisted 
con  in  the  UCAliT  electronics  systaa,  v\as  terainated  on  5  Oct  7C.  It.’Xficient 
poxsonnel  voro  treinod  tc  operate  end  saint-oin  the  IKFillT  sj'stcws  nrcBontljr 
in  country.  Loccl  unit  ttansitioning  and  OJT  ia  expected  to  aatiafy  further 
IWUST  personnel  xci^uireirentSj  Personnel  and  equipment  from  the  IKP.‘JIT  school 
will  be  resigned  to  a  Combat  Aviation  Group  and  integrated  into  one  of  tho 
Asaailt  ilolicoptcr  CompoJiics. 

(7)  Significant  progress  continues  torard  accomplishing  the  objectives  of 
tho  Wii’//iFGP/US/it7  Improvement  and  rbdernization  Helicopter  /ngmentation  Han 
7O-5I,  which  has  been  reported  in  1st  Aviation  Brigade  CE-LL’s  dated  15  lioy  70 
and  15  /lUg  70.  Ki^lights  of  tho  program  during  tlio  past  three  months  aroi 
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AVBijBO  15  Norombor  1970 

^JXCTl  Oporaticnal  Ecpor^Loasons  loomed  for  Hcrdijui:drtcr8|  Ist  iriatiOB 
Brlgodoi  Porlod  Shding  31  October  1970,  BC3  CSrOB-65  (B2)  (u) 

(c)  VHja’  pilot  trcinlu^  conducted  by  let  Aviation  Brigodo  Ifaitsi 


T?NIT 

LOCATiaT 

THIHIIKO  PERIOD 

356th  jBO 

Soc  IBroag 

15 

Jul  -  15  Oct 

189th  AHO 

Hollowty 

15 

Aug  -  15  Nerv 

282d  ZHO 

Ba  Nang 

15 

Sep  -  15  Deo 

68th  AHC 

Bion  Hoa 

15 

Aug  -  15  Nov 

170th  iHC 

Kontum 

15 

Oct  -  15  Jan 

19l8t  AHC 

Can  Iho 

15 

Oct  -  15  Jan 

6lBt  AHG 

An  Son 

15 

Oct  -  15  Jan 

21/,th  C:$ 

Vinh  Long 

15 

Sep  -  15  Dec 

*  Errlnlng  only?  those  unite  do  not 


mT  PILOTS 


STAR? 

2S2AfiE£l 

20 

18 

1  VIA  1  Med 
Bostr 

20 

n/a 

20 

k/a 

19 

N/A 

1  ICIA 

20 

N/A 

10 

n/a 

4k 

5 

n/a 

« 

20 

n/a 

« 

to  VNAP  Squadrons. 


(b)  VlliP  BH-l  Mnintenanco  training  conducted  by  1st  Aviation  Brigade  unitst 

yivi'..,;pa22£ 


UNIT 

LOCATION 

TRAINIITG  PERIOD 

START 

COMPLETED 

12l8t  iHC 

Soc  Trang 

1  -  30  Jliig 

14 

34 

336th  AHO 

Soc  Trnng 

1  -  30  Sep’ 

15 

15 

189th  AHO 

Holloway 

1  -  30  Oct 

14 

14 

(c)  Iho  190-fli  illC  converted  to  the  223d  VlTiP  Helicopter  Squadron  on 
2  Sop  70  at  Bion  Hoa.  Aviation  and  support  assets  wore  transferred  to  the 
VlfAP  in  a  ceremony,  in  operations  cadre  and  a  maintenance  augmentation  team 
totaling  27  former  190th  IHC  poraonnel  vdLll  remain  for  90  days  to  assist 
the  newly  activated  squadron  in  becoming  operationally  ready. 


(d)  Hie  121  at  hold  a  conversion  ceremony  on  2  Oct  70  at  Soc  ITrang^ 
to  morlc  the  turn-over  of  avijition  end  support  assets  to  the  newly  activated 
225th  VKiSF  Helicopter  Squadron.  :\n  operations  cadre  and  a  maintenance  aug¬ 
mentation  toaja  will  also  remain  with  the  225th  for  90  days.  Oonqjositiono  of 
tho  Codro/Tocn  aroi 
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15  Norember  1^0 

Operational  Keport-Lessons  Learned  for  Headquortarsf  let  jtariation 
Brigade^  Period  aiding  3I  October  1970,  RC3  CSPORr65  (B2)  (u) 


QPgRATICKS  CUES 

1  Operatlona  Officer 

2  Instructor  Pilots 
11  'iircraft  Cocananders 

VN4F  CH-47  •Training  I 


MASiTSTANO  TEAM- 
■1  Haintenanoe  Officer 
1  Maintenance  Supervisor 
11  Crew  Chiefs 


1..  Aircraft  tranafers  of  CE-47  aircraft  acocipplialied  as  described 
by  let  Aviation  Brigade  OH-LL  dated  I5  iiig  7Cj. 

£4  Ch  30  Sep  70  a  ceremony  waa  Kel'd  at  ]^u  Loi  to  mark  -the  conversion  of 
the  205th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Canpany  into  the  237‘fch  VI^AF  Medium  Lift 
Helicopter  Squadron.  All  personnel  of  ’the  former  205th  ASHC  will  remain  in 
plaoe  until  1  Mar  71  to  assist  the  237th  KUIS,  3he  205tii  ASHC  is  still  aisigned 
to  the  11th  CAB  for  administration  and  logistics,  but  has  been  placed  under 
OPCdf  of  Air  Force  Advisory  Jean  3  at  Bian  Koa. 


e, 

(1)  .A  "Mobile  Maintenance  Training  Team"  has  been  organized  and  is  now 

in  operation.  The  ^I^JTT  was  established  to  give  formal  instruction  and  guida4ico 
in  such  areas  as  .proper  care  and  jireyontive  s5aintenar.ee  procedures  for  ihe 
turbine  engine,  aircraft  technical  supply,  aaintonsnee  manegement,  quality 
control  and  aircraf  t  .tqpping  .which  .includes  inflight  testing.  This  teaa  will 
visit  aviation  companies  thro-aghout  the  Ist  Aviation  Brigade  and  is  comprised  ofl 

(a)  Jl'ETT  Team  Chief  (64823) 

(b)  MMTT  Assistent  Teaa  Chief  (64023/67IC) 

(0)  Botary  Wing  -Technical  Inspector  (67V40) 

(d)  Thrbine  Sigine  Repairman  (Supervisor)  (66B40) 

(e)  Aircraft  Repair  Parts  Specialist  (76T4O) 

(2)  USAjVVSCOM  Safety  of  Pliglit  Message  dated  16  Sep  70  luimediately 
grounded  all  CH-470  aircraft  in.th  the  T55-L-1-1  engine  due  to  in-fli^t  engine 
failures.  Special  conversion  teems  arrived  in  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  on 

14  Oct  70  and  aa  of  3I  Oot  ^0  have  completed  the  conversion  of  28  assigned 
.  aircraft. 
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Aviation  Brigade  has  successfully 

Hhia  maicnf,  suppoi^ting  BSU  for  further  transfer  to  VNiiF. 

ais  mates  a  tosal  of  62  OE-m's  and  16  (HM7i's  that  hav?  bean  ttenaTorr^ 

S”  55  inspections  durins  the  maitor. 

inspections.^^''  u  es  3  regular  inspections,  9  re-inspections,  and  12  courtesy 


(5)  ®hc  report  of  survey  actions  for  t!ie  period 


Total  processed 


Personnel  held. 


Personnel  relieved. 


Dollar  value  of  all  survevs 


32,936,512.74 


inelufln^^^  of  su^cy  actions  for  the  report  period  ending  31  Jul  70  did  riot 

pS^sSefheld  !  S"  ner  ^0  is.  tofef  processed  -  lOy, 

poxsonnoi  hold  18}  personnel  relieved  -  85}  dollar  value  -  096,822.83. 

(6)  IhQ  following  wore  approved  or  negotiated  during  tiic  period. 
Gratuitous  issues 

..,,55  approved 

Tenporary  loans . .  ,  ,  , 

'  ‘  *  *  •  •  •  . . .  negotiated 

Viotncan  assets  reconciliation  progren  (VVJTP) . .  nogotiatbd 

Requests  to  operate  at  less  then  tabular  autiiorit;/  ...  85  approved 

duriil^th?lSS^^°  ^  C'-emition  tern  has  taught  18  foraul  classes’ 
refuSin;?  ■‘■ocations  throughout  Vietnam.  Sixty  (60) 

ofr^SfnSlf  po^ts  manned  by  Brigade  personnel  wero  eiiher  inspected 

cen+mT^  ^  considerable  improvement  was  noted  in  safety  and  quaaity 

TnJ,  I-  Classes  remain  to  be  taugiit  and  twenty-four  (24)  follow-up  ^ 

inspections  arc  scheduled  for  the  next  quarter.  ^ 

^  operational  support  mission  Vas  requested  and  approved  to  construct 
Tr^rZ  f  revetots  to  urotcct  ^0  aSor.nf  ?  from  Sf 

%o"oTZTt  ZLTt.T"’'  polo-  Construction  difficulLr 

is  cuzTcntlv  iEipEocticol,  ihc  Engineering  Ihi’cctorcto,  ys.'tECT(p). 

thc^S“L  te6ff?®sn',rf“-*^“c  1°  “"PPPP*  "“to-  POOC  “POOP 

MIC  sixry  SIX  L,bb;  ft  span  required  for  the  Y0-3A, 
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SQBJBCTt  Opci’atlonal  Eeport-Losaons  Lc(\mod  for  HcP-dcrunrtorB,  1st  iSsriGtion 
Brigade  I  Period  Ending  Jl  October  1970»  ECS  CSPOR-65  (B2)  i^) 

(9)  Biginecring  Directorate,  USASOT(p)  has  designed  end  tested  precest, 
reinforced  end  roloccteblc  concrete  rovetoonts  to  the  size  apccificGtions 
required  for  izny  circroft*  Such  revetoents  arc  currently  programed  as  ro- 
plaocacnta  for  the  D-21  aircraft  revetments  at  Long  lhanh  North,  inny  Aiifiold, 

(10)  Durirg  the  reporting  period,  the  DSAR7  Facilities  Revievj  Board 
apjaroved  the.  following  projects  which  wore  requested  by  unite  of  this  ooianandi 


PROJECT  NUl-SIIR  JCE  HBSCRIPTICg? 


993  ,  . . .  ,  Construct  a  42,000  sq  yd  asphalt  rotary 

wing  aircraft  parking  raii|)  at  C'-n  .Tho  .L.P, 

1045  ••••••••«••  Upgrade  the  airfield  at  Due  Pho  by  design¬ 
ing  and  placing  pavement  on  the  ft  x 

60  ft  runway  and  two  I50  sq  ft  turn-arounds 

i 

1040  *•••««•,*••  Upgrade  the  airfield  at  ^eng  Tri  by  de¬ 

signing  and  placing  aaphcitic  pavement  on 
tho  3500  ft  X  60  ft  runway. 

1051  . . .  Upgrade  tho  airfield  at  Song  Be  by  design¬ 

ing  end  placing  asphaltic  pavement  on  the 
3500  ft  X  60  ft.  runway  and  two  15P  sq'ft 
tum-arounds. 

JOR  0140^71  Construct  four  0-1  minihangers  over  exist¬ 

ing  revetments  to  provide  maintcnrncc  space 
for  tho  221st  Aviation  Company  (Rcconnaie- 
Bcncc  Airplane)  at  Vinh  Long. 

JQR  0035-71  •»♦•»»••...  Construct  an  air-conditioned,  20  sq  ft 

extension  on  the  dispensary  at  Vinh  long. 


(11)  EMK  has  completed  work  on  US..RV  projects  IO7O  riid  1072.  !Ihc  construc¬ 
tion  provided  additional  officer  and  enlisted  billeting  space,  a  moss  hall  and 
associated  facilities  such  as  latrines  and  showers  for  the  nvia.tion  elements 

at  Vinh  Long. 

(12)  (c)  An  overall  reduction  in  the  budget  by  Department  of  the  Army  mndo 
it  necessary  to  reduce  tho  US/JJV  Fi  ^l  budget  for  facilities  engineering 
support  by  26  million  dollars.  Iho  reduction  was  absorbed  by  reducing  the  ser¬ 
vices  providod  by  tho  facilities  engineering  contractors,  i»c.,  Pacific  Architects 
end  Siginocrs,  and  Philco  Ford.  Consequently,  aviation  units  and  all  other  troop 
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units  have  had  to  rely  heavily  on  self-help  to  fulfill  their  facilities 
engineering  rcquircnicnla.  In  addition,  expenditures  for  jninor  now  oonstructiem 
end  cltcrntions  have  'been  airtailod  except  for  support  of  tho  most  urgent 
roqvdrcments. 

t 

’  (13)  (0)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  following  facilities  were 

■fcrensforred  to  R7N  liW  MIOT  Dlroctivo  735“3* 

(a)  With  the  conversion  of  the  190th  JSC,  their  billots  and  associa-ted 
facilities  and  aJLrcraft  and  motor  maintenance  facilities  were  transferred  to 

The  transfer  wan  accomplished  through  direct  coordination  witii  j±r  Force 
Advisory  Team  3>  VlIiiF  and  Facilities  iiiginocring  Directorate,  USADCV{p). 

(b)  Tt\Q  installation  of  Soc  Trang  wan  transferred  to  VITAP,  in  conjunction 
with  the  VilJiP,  I&M  prograru  In  ah  associated  novo,  the  15th  CJtB  and  the 

22l8t  RAC  were  relocated  into  facilities  at  Can  Tho  and  Vinh  Long,  respectively* 

(14)  RltK  completed  tho  required  testing  of  tho  high  speed  refueling 
system  at  Sanford  iirmy  Jiirfiold  and  thereby  officially  fulfilled  ti^cir  con- 
trrntuxel  obligation.  Iho  system  as  designed,  pumps  fuel  a.t  a  )  ate  of  from 

100  to  150  gpra  'rfhich  is  too  hi^  of  a  rate  for  irmj'*  tdreraft.''  Consequently,  the 
system  requires  a  modification  to  reduce  tho  pumping  rate.  The  facilities 
Engineering  Directorate,  DSASCV(?)  has  directed  PJAcE  to  modify  the  system  an 
required  to  acko  it  a  useable"  f  anility* 

(15)  (c)  The  following  unit  reloca.tions-  occurred  during  the  periodi 

(a)  Tho  192d  ARC  moved  from  Hian  Thict  into  paxtially  completed  existing 
facilities  at  Shan  Rang*  Initially,  many  of  the  buildings  occupied  by  the 
unit  at  Shan  Rang  did  not  have  permanent  roofs*  Sufficient  corrugatod  metal 
was  obtained  for  tho  unit  to  ins'tall  metal  rcofis  dmployin??  b«if-hclp* 

(b)  Tho  135th  and  tho  535th  JJtC’s  relocated  from  Bear  Cat  to  Dong  Tran, 
an  RVN  installation*  Tho  appropri-ate  Lend  Use  Jgreemont  van  obtained  to 
station  tho  units  on  tho  installation*  The  existing  facilities  such  an  billots, 
maintononce  hangers,  and  mess  halls  required  extensive  rehabilitation*  It  was 
nooessaiy  to  construct  now  support  facilities  such  an  showers,  latrines,  and 
water  towers*  Because  of  construction  and  materials  difficulties,  the  required 
engineer  effort  han  not  boon  completed,  however  work  is  in  progress* 

(c)  Tho  17th  CAG  and  some  of  its  subordinate  elements  have  relocated  to 
Thy  Hoa,  vhich  is  being  turned  over  to  tho  US  Army  by  the  US  Air  Force* 

USiiECVCp)  han  boon  tasked  with  tho  responsibility.'’  of  providing  adequate 
facilities  engineering  support  for  iho  installa-tion*  USJJiTr  approved  a.  waiver 
which  outhorizod  -the  parking  of  /imy  aircraft  in  tho  Jar  Force  typo  revetments 
yith  tho  stipulation  that  tho  aircraft  would  bo  ground  handled  in  and  out* 
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(^orationrJ.  Report-Lessons  Leeined  for  Headquarters,  1st  ivintion 
Brigade,  Period  aiding  3I  October  1970,  RCS  CSF’aP,-65  (B2)  (o)’ 


IS* 


(1)  Hometown  News  Releases*  Luring  the  reporting  period  the  Brigade 
submitted  6,185  Hometown  Nova  EoreasoB  to  Hometown  News  Center  at  Kanars  City 
for  publication  in  CdTOS  nevepsprroors*  -Thia  is  a  slight  increase  over  the 
previous  reporting  period  end  the  increase  was  made  during  a  period  of 
decreasing  Brigade  strength. 


(2)  Press  Releases.  Luring  the  past  quarter  t)io  Brigade  Information  ’ 

Office  has  processed  end  rclc*eed  I6I  external  prees  releases  to  the  civilian 
media.  It  also  handled  the  press  orrongenent  for  four  major  I&K  ccroinonioo  to 
include  the  coordination  of  transportation,  conmnications,  and  roloasos  for  tlio 
oivilim  press  corps,  '  ‘ 

(3)  "Bio  Wirld  I  See,"  Bic  lot  I'/iation  Brig/idc*s  multi-screen  audio¬ 
visual  pro3cnta.tion,  "Ihc  World  I  Sec"  was  prooented  o.t  t}io  .'ermy  Aviation 
.•ssociation  of  America’s  dnnual  convention  in  Washington  L.C, ,  on  I4  October 
1970  at  the  invita.tion  of  3G  ’./illiaa  J,  lladdox,  Jr,,  the  Lircctor  of  Army 
iviation. 


g.  airgconi 

(1)  Personnel,  Baring  the  reporting  period  the  Brigade  had  no  sustained 
critical  shortages  of  nodical  porconnol.  All  flight  surgeon  positions  wore 
filled  during  moot  of  tJio  accounting  poriod.  Adninistrativo  officers  wore 
osdignod  to  tho  Groups  and  the  Brigade  Surgeon's  Office  during  the  ontiro 
reporting  poriod.  Luring  tho  nontho  of  August  .and  Soptember,  nine  of  tho 
thirtoon  Modical  Sorvico  Corps  positions  wore  filled  at  tho  Battalion  level, 

Biis  is  a  proccdont  as  nevox  beforo  have  KSC  Officoro  been  mado  .av.oilablc  for 
assi'gnnont  at  tho  battalion- level,  Ihcso  officers  have  been  .a  v-luoblo  aosot 
to  tho  physicians  by  rolioving  thorn  of  many  odaLnistrativc  burdens  thus  helping 
theSn  to  bottor  accomplish  tJicir  medical  mission.' 

(2)  Opora,tions, 

(a)  Ihc  scaJ-ing  down  of  .'jaoricen  troop  population  and  activity  coupled 
with  tho  Viotnaaization  program  has  affected  medical  support  within  the  Brigade. 
Bioro  have  been  sovercl  relocations  and  consol id.ati one  of  medical  dotachmonts 
during  the  reporting  poriod.  Bic  41ct  Med  Dot  (OA)  h.-je  moved  from  Soc  Treng  to 
Long  Taoa,  Bio  17th  GAG  Surgoon  h.as  moved  along  with  Group  Hoadquoffters  from 
Nha  Lrauig  to  Tuy  Koa,  All  13th  CJ2  nodical  assets  h.avo  moved  from  Soc  Treng  to 
Con  Bio  along  \d.th  tho  Battciion  Hondquarters, 

(b)  luring  tlio  reporting  poriod  tho  DS..RV  irmesty  Policy  was  implcncntod 
r.t  all  lovols  of  command  in  tho  lot  Aviation  Brigaoic,  Bxrough  the  efforts  of 
flight  surgeons,  chaplains,  md  lawyers  each  contnandcr  was  informod  as  to  tho 
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SnSJECTi  Operntior-al  acport-Lossoris  u  ^  ^^°vcdbQx  1970 

P^^iClGfl  of  tilG  *^ny^ 

the  troops  at  the  lovist  Iwcis/  information  to  nil 

concerning  the  effects  of  tho''irc<»^  statistics  available 

reporting  period,  there  sh^d' be  of  the  next 

^plying  for  amnesty  and  those  vho  nZi  to^ov  the  number  of  persons 

telegraphic  morbid^ 

lyjntion  SafnF^t 

(l)  Ihc  let  Avia.tion  Srieadc  ark  u 

end  c^ericnccd  62  aircraft  actEda-to  ^  af  roportiiig  period 

ter,  based  on  100,000  flying  hours,'  vas  Tg,^  nccrdciit  rate  for  the  Quar- 

hu^n  Citunc^frntorc.°^^^o°fpn2ce*^^r-  quartor  resulted  from 

end  accounted  for  37  per  cent  of" the  t4nl  i^ciStsf 

upward  trend  of  fixed'^ui^^^cid^Tts*'^  ncci<lcnt3  representing  an 

quarter  was  8.0,  compared  to  Jhu  17  0  f  ■'’^•cident  rate  for  this 

flying  hours.  ^  to  ihu  17.9  rate  for  rotarr'  uing  rdreraXt  per  100,000 

34  Section  rtoited  n  fetm  ,, 

dddintlns  tho  .--vinUon^ccZC^if  •  *S“'  bonefici.-:!  in 

«  n  .cci.en.  pro/ention  pro^^ram  at  the  loT;cst  unit  level. 

{c;^  - -  . 


(5)  lircraft  Accident  Sta.tisticsi 


m‘J.  FLiTTG  TTOTlTjg 


■iilgUSt 

September 

October 

^or  100,000  flying  hoturs 


IjUIBER  0?  ACCins^Tg; 


l’/5,247 
129, 952 

116,296 


laszf 


i*  ,QioplrJ.ni 

(1)  Group  Religious  Services 

» 

(n.)  Sundcy/Veokly 

Jftmbcr  Conductcdi  I348 
Kunbor  Attending!  23,814 
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S®JlCTi  C^orctiowa  Boport-L^asone  u  ^  Ifcvoibor  Ifjp 

lrl«sdo.  Pario5  «  /C  ^  Hccdquvtors,  lat  ^riim 

Igtuui,  Period  kdin^  31  OcTctocr  1970,  BOB  Cam-65  (B2)  ("O)' 

ft>)  MBaorlGl  SorriccB 
i.»  fcubor  Cfenductedi  3i 

i*  Aaibor  attendicB*  3018 

• 

(Z)  lumber  of  Pcatorcl  Vialtai  10,412 

(3)  Bumber  of  Counocliii^a  end  Litcrviovst  10,446 

(4)  (hcxcxstci  Guidmeo 

[d)  Humber  of  GLnaooai  118 
(b)  »aabor  ^ttcndlngi.  11,595 


■ICXtcra  HondfiurrF^Tfi 


lyydqrt  No  input 


«lo  foUovteer  -tot  accciap- 

for  ftc  fhroc  oonttly  oditiono  of 

b.  ®o  croction  of  29  oil  end  oc2>-lic  p,nlntiiv;a. 

c.  Oho  creation  of  llluBtratione  for  ihc  H^Wg  nc^zinc, 

Shoir!'  of  six  pointings  to  the  USiRPAC  Annuel  Arrwd  Forcoo  itt 

Intorvlow  -Roport^^o^cwolo^d^^d^  Eleven  Conbet  After  Action 

MUltoiy  History!  «id  subratted  to  tiic  Office  of  the  Chiof  of 

the  c(^Qnccd  Alpnont  of 

Collection  to  tho  Dhited  States  M  Historical 

Hjsoun.  ^  paintings  voro  transforrod  to  the  DS;jnr  Nature  of  War 
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C4)  Lineage  and  Honors*  Luring  the  reporting  {leriod  the  historical  section 
initiated  the  collection  of  unit  patches  froE  each  of  the  Brigade's  subordinate 
units  for  cr/onttial  display  at  the  0.  S«  Aviation  School  Misoun*  H'.c 

historical,  section  researched  20  congrctula.tory  Unit  Dc‘;y  Letters  to  the  Brigades 
Bubordinr.tc  units.  Iho  historical  scctio.a  also  Lnitiatod  tlio  ocsr.pilation  of 
all  awards  (U»S*  and  Foreign)  received  by  the  Brigade's  oubordina^to  ui^its* 

(5)  5hd  of  Tour  intexviovo*  Ten  Ehd  of  Tour  Intcrvic\»’s  of  signifiernt 
unit  coinnandcra  were  conducted  and  transcribed  during  thu  reporting  period* 

In  addition!  the  historical  section  compiled  a.  list  of  55  initial  topics  for 
'selection  and  incorporation  into  d:c  Coananding  Giincral's  Senior  Officers 
Lebriefing  Report. 

2*  (0)  Lcosona  Tioernedt  Ccmandcr's  Observation*  BvaJ.u.atian!  RocoiTiondation 

and  .'ntion4 

a.  Personnel I  No  Input 

b.  Opor.ablons  1  No  Input 

c.  Training  I 

(1)  Sisiijlated  Ri^t,  Left  Fixed  Pedal  .’ntitcrc.uc  Fnilxirc. 

(a)  QBS3RV;j?I0Ni  Ihc  training  lire  spent  onUttiy..  nancuv^rc  is  l^n^^ur  tiicn 
any  othor  nanouver  trn^t  at  the  UH-1  IP  S<*ool*  There  h.ao  been  one  major 
ancidont  and  one  known  incident  that  occurred  while  pr.acticing  thcco  nanouvci  0. 

(b)  -WALUATIONi  Brigado  ivir.ticn  Snfotj  rescorched  the  records  for, f'C  p',c 
twclvo  months  end  did  not  find  •'n  ocoiddnt  or  incident  th.at  wan  attributable  to 
right  or  left  fixed  pedal  an titorquo  failxrrc. 

(c)  RECOWOmATICSfSj  That  oirralatcd  right  andj.cft  fixed  pedal  .anti torque 
falluros  bo  abolished  an  a,  training  neneuvar  in  VS.ai'l, 

(d)  COMtAin)  ACTION*  1st  Aviation  Brig<adc  hre  requested  rathority  from 
US..\RV  to  olinina-tc  this  maneuver  from  the  US.‘JIV  I?  School  POI  and  no  longer 
xoquiros  it  bo  tanght  or  practiced  at  unit  level* 

d.  Intelligence i 

(1)  Effects  of  Koliccptor  .tir  Strikes* 

(a)  OBSSRVATICXu  Althou^  armed  helicopters  have  bean  operating  in  RVlv 
for  a  considerable  time  no  current  infortiation  on  their  effects  upon  cncry 
tactics  training  and  nnti-holicoptor  defense  hr4  been  nr/!o* 
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15  SorcBbcr  19TO 

SlBJlfoTi  C^crctioticl  IlGport-I#3B3ons  Lorxncd  for  ilcndquart^a,  l»t 

Irlgadcy  Period  Sidir^  October  19?0|  RCS  CSPCift^j  (R2)  (w 

(b)  WilUillCHi  So  recent  intclll^ncc  study  had  been  node  on  Hio  effort* 
of  ozaod  helicopter  iqpon  the  cncay. 

(c)  1^}C0H12ID:5IC«i  Qiat  G2  conduct  such  n  study. 

(d)  CCUIiin)  £CTICNi  G2  was  directed  to  prepare  iho  subject  study.  Study 
is  attached  ns  Incl  3. 

(2)  W-1  Collection  Proven  inprevouent. 

f 

(a)  CB3BRYiII£»i  A  quantity  of  inforsaUon  collected  by  W-l  Mohawk 
Aircraft  was  not  being  fully  exploited  for  intclli,gcnco  production. 

(b)  BVAHJAiPIClli  Date  on  the  tiiK  and  location  of  sensor  cnicssiona  nnd 
radar  sightings,  djthough  fully  evaluated  on  Imedinto  Inagery  Intorprotation 
Roports  (lIIR)  vdf  not  retained  cn  a  perarnent  basis  by  an,Y  agency  in  "tho 
intolligonco  coenunity  in  ir/2l  for  the  purpose  of  area,  pattern  analysis.  Shis 
occurred  because  a  convenient  nemo  of  infomation  storage  and  rctriovrl  han  not 
boon  sought  and  mads  available. 

(c)  nSCOitHtlliriOlfi  Ihat  a  cenputer  be  prograraeed  to  store  and  present 
our  contnand  infoma.tion  collected  in  a  usrjbin  fare. 

(d)  COIMAWD  ACTiraii  Coordination  woo  node  with  an  agency  equipped  with 
such  a  conpufccr  so  that  ouch  information  could  be  stored  and  made  avcilcblo  to 
users  on  request. 

0.  liogisb^cst 

(1)  Onoithoriccd  Dodlficationo  of  tho  K-60  Manhinc  Gun, 

(a)  aBSERVASIONi  Some  li-60  nanhLno  guns  recently  turned  into  direct 
support  units  of  tho  34th  General  Support  Group  by  units  of  ihc  lot  Aviation 
Brigade  contained  unauthorized  wodific.aticns. 

(b)  E'fAlbVAPICJfi  Inspentions  by  this  hca^iquartcro  and  roports  v*ich  have 
been  fon-farded  from  the  34tli  General  Support  Group  inuica.te  that  some  units 
rxQ  utilizing  nrxhine  guns  which  hr.VG  hr^  unauthorized  nodifications 
porfonaed  on  then.  Exenplos  of  such  nodifications  include  tho  adding  of  springs 
in  tho  cover  oosenbly  end  to  tho  operating  rod;  and  the  cutting  of  holes  or 
grooves  in  the  buffer  asscnbly.  It  should  bo  noted  tha.t  these  i iOdif ica-tions 
could  cause  loss  of  life  or  injury  to  personnel. 

(c)  RECOIlEIIlVTIOlIi  lhat  unit  comanders  and  naintcnanco  officers  insure 
that  no  unauthorized  nodifications  exist  on  ary  a-ssigned  wsaoonc  sj'stcns. 
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iTBiCO  •  15  Novenber  1970 

SDSJSOITi  (^orational  Report-Losoons  Learned  for  Kcadqunrtcrsj  1st  .Iviction 
Brigade^  Period  Siding  31  October  1970j  ECS  CSFQR»65  (S2)  \ll) 

(d)  ca51£ia)  JjCnCKt  L  Brigade  nossage,  dated  10  Obt  70,  vna  sent  to  all 
major  corarmnds  directing  that  ell  Oaricndcrs  take  •'.ction  to  insure  ihat 
laicuth-arizcd  modifications  do  not  exist  on  assigned  weapon  aj’^steas*  Shis 
headquarters  will  continue  to  insure  that  weapon  sj'^steno  assigned  to  the  Ist 
iviation  Brigade  have  no  xmauthoritod  aodifications, 

(2)  Mrereft  T'lm-In  for 

(a)  CBSSIVifPiari  Using  the  established  criteria,  the  Brigade  ^roraft 
Maintenance  Officer  selected  the  tsil  numbers  of  aircraft  to  bo  turnod-in  b^’ 
the  Brigade  units  for  ’/N.tP. 

(b)  EViLOliZrCifi  Ovorall  uaintonaneo  condition  of  the  aircraft  was  not 
considered  in  the  selection  nor  was  cdrcrhft  configuration,  c.g, ,  VIP  aircraft. 

Ihis  method  caused  frequent  delays  and  x/aa  not  satisfactory. 

« 

(c)  RECCtlI2!2J.ll!IC24j  Hhat  unit  consandcra  and  maintenance  offieoro  select 
the  aircraft  i/j  be  turned- in  for  VIFA?  utilizing  established  critcriiu 

(d)  CCSCbUn)  unit  commandors  have  been  <Urcotcd  to  ocloct 

the  aircraft  for  t’uxn-in  to  Vlf/i?. 

(3)  Plrcfi^ting/Craah-Ecscuc  Capability. 

(a)  CBSSFr/fiTlOffi  Ihe  rsduction  in  facilities  engineering  support 
throughout  KVII  resulted  in  airfields  at  ELoiku,  Soc  Tr.ang,  Can  Bio,  Tay  ninh, 

Lai  khc  and  Qpang  Lol  bci.ng  left  without  rdoquatc  fircfighting/crasli-rcbcuo 
protection. 

(b)  EVVJ:,*uVu:iari  in  IV67,  f-niUtlcs  cnginccrii-ig  asSTjned  reeponsibilitj-- 
for  firefighting  end  cra^i-roscuo  vat  irrij’’  airfields  in  I^x’.  llhcn  this  occurred, 
most  iwic-tion  units  no  longer  had  a  need  for  personnel  or  oquipmont  to  perform 
this  TOE  mission  and  personnel  and  equipment  were  withdrawn.  With  the  current 
reduction  of  facilities  engineering  support  the  fire  fighting  mission,  xSiich  had 
boon  accomplished  by  facilities  engineering,  was  v.astly  reduced  in  scope  and  the 
aviation  units  on  site  were  ill-prepared  to  msurno  tiic  mission. 

(c)  RECaSEfiBLlTIOfM  iha.t  the  facilities  engineering  oiementp  and  aviation 
units  coordinate  closely  on  dl  natters  concerning  faci?.itics  reduction  in 
regards  to  firo-figJxting  and  crrsh-rcscuc.  dhht  aviation  unit's  TOE  mission  of 
fire-fighting  end  crnsh-roscuo  remain  at  full  stren^^th  to  allov;  the  commanders 
to  retain  the  capability*  to  vaccorplioh  the  mission  wixore-cver  the  unit  is 
located. 
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iSBiCC  15  Hovoabor  IffO 

dQBJB(7!:i  C^crctionnl  Eopcrt-LcBBOne  IcfVtnca  fox  Hcr^qurartGrB,  l*t  Jhrintlon 
'JEbrlfodo,  Period  aiding  31  October  197l?»  HCS  CSrOB-65  (ic)  (u) 

(d)  CCtHUHi  JiCTICKi  Siia  her^querters  will  closely  nonitor  nil  fcoilitioB 
onginocring  reduction  to  preclude  incidents  of  this  nature. 

•  •  •  * 

f.  drgnnizatioot  None 

g.  Infomationi  None 

h.  8,ignr-T^  1 

(1)  Pxcnnturo  Obsolcsccnco  of  Federal  Stock  Nunbers 

(c)  (ESSRViiPIONi  SoDC  federal  stock  numbered  itens  have  been  ra’".ovcd  fron 
the  supply  ays tens  while  they  wero  still  needed  by  field  units. 

(b)  BVilumWi  Ihis  unit  rcccntlj'  oxporioncod  Uio  following  Eituation| 
Jf/ZO  55-1560-221-50/13  (i.VlPX-72  provision)  is  being  applied  to  all  iK-lG 
aircraft.  Ihc  nodification  calls  for  a  now  iuipodencc  matching  network  (PSN 
lf60-133~9320)  to  bo  installed.  This  W/0  has  net  yet  been  applied  to  iH-lS 
aircraft  in  USAEV.  Unaedifiod  aircraft  require  impcdonco  natchin,g  noti/ork 
par  1560-937-2603.  This  latter  PS?  was  declared  obsolete  on  the  Jxey  Ihotcr 
Data  List.  Sinoo  roquioitions  for  tho  latter  item  were  automatically  cancelled 
by  conputor  processing,  the  premature  obsolescence  contributod  to  the  current 
critical  nhortego  of  tho  item. 

(c)  RSCQfiarDAJIC;? I  Ihat  a  syoten  of  chocks  bo  implemented  by  LI,  Trfiich 
would  prevent  rn  FSi  from  being  doclcrod  obsolete  injitl  it  becomes  csbsolutoly 
cortain  that  tho  item  is  no  longer  needed. 

(d)  OCMMA?D  ACTICSfi  Hiis  unit  has  submitted  a  request  tlirough  channels 
to  retain  a  supply  of  those  items. 

» 

i.  Surgeon I  No  Input 
Safety t 

(1)  Eiigino  Failures  t 

(a)  ® SIJlVUICaT I  Higino  failures  continue  to  be  the  largest  single 
accident  cause  factor  within  tho  Brigade. 

(b)  EVAlUiTICSr I  X*  suspected  design  deficiency  in  tho  T55“L-15- 
T55-lii  engines  has  produced  a  substantial  number  of  engine  failurco  that  hcv/c 
resulted  in  oxoossivc  accidents,  incidents,  procrntionrxy  and  forced  landings. 
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.  CONFIDENTIAL 

AVB^  .  15  Novccfcer  1970 

SUBJECT!  ^CTGtionil  Hcport'-Lcaaons  Lenmcd  for  Hendqucrtorsf  lot  jiviction 

.  Brl^cdo,  Period  Ehding  3I  October  197O,  RCS  CSPC®-65  (H2)  (u) 

«  «  ’  « 

(c)  RBCCKMENUmnCWS!  5hftt  tho  6  point  engine  nnrJ.ysis  progrnn  bo  continued 
and  thn.;  tho  Aviation  Safety  and  Aviation  Maintenanco  sections  monitor  the  re¬ 
sults  to  i-dentify  any  unit  uhidi  expcrienocB  an  abnormal  nui±ar  of  engine  fnil- 
UTOB  in  any  given  period*  The  syston  should  also  provide  a,  current  accounti^ 
of  failxiro  causes  and  the  resulting  type  of  mishap*  (i*e.,  ancidenti  incidontf 
precautionary  or  forced  landing)* 

(d)  ACTICSIi  The  6  point  engine  analysis  program  haa  boon  continued  and 

gathered  from  initial  phenes  has  been  utilized  to  irprove  toe  TI3C 
and  HER  checks  on  the  engine*  In  addition,  a  mobilo  maintenance  training  topja 
has  been  established  to  assist  unit  comanders  in  analysing  the  maintenance 
program  and  taking  any  necessary  corroctivo  action*  Additionally^  significant 
trends  in  engine  coaponent  failures  ore  identified  and  presented  to  appropriate 
cgcncics  for  analysis  and  action* 

(2)  Standing  Accident  Livcatigation  Boards! 

(a-)  OBSERVATIONS!  Tlio  quality  of  accident  invcstiga.tions  performed  and 
reported  to  this  hcadquartora  is  loss  than  desirable* 

(b)  E'/ALUATIOHi  Tho  incxperiunco  of  most  aviators  in 'porf orming  too  duties 
of  accident  investigation  officer,  the  sometimes  limited  flying  experience  of  tot? 
invcstiga.tor,  and  toe  urf amiliarity  of  too  officer  with  basic  investigation 
regulations  and  procedures  have  resulted  in  accident  investigation  reports  vciicli 
are  not  thorough  and  which  present  invalid  findings  and  rccomondations* 

^  (c)  RECOiimiBATIONSi  That  each  ba.ttalion'-sizcd  luiit  establish  a  Standing 
Accident  Invootigation  Board  which  would  include  avia.tors  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  offer  flexibility  in  assigriing  members  for  particular  accidents*  At  least 
one  Bomber  should  be  acsigiicd  for  each  typo  aircraft  within  toe  unit*  T3ic  board 
should  then  be  trained  by  toe  moot  qualified  USC  graduate  in  investigation 
techniques  and  given  a  thorough  briefing  in  the  proper  proccd\u:eD  for  completing 
the  invcstiga.tion  and  submitting  the  final  rejort* 

(d)  AUCTION j  A»  letter  has  been  sent  to  all  group  safety  officers  recommend*- 
ii^  that  a  Standing  Accident  Investiga.tion  be  cstrblislicd  at  each  battalion - 
sized  unit*  Specific  rocommonda.tions  wore  made  concerning  tho  trainisig  cuid 
assigning  of  tho  investigating  officers. 


Judge  ildvocatoi  No  Input. 
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AVHDO-DO  (15  Mov  70)  Itt  Ind 

SUBJMTTi  Optrmtioa^  ileport-Leesons  Laamed  for  Haadquartaxs,  1st 

Aviation  Brigade,  Period  Shding  31  October  1970,  BCS  caPOB-65 
(R2)(U) 

UesdqiuirterB ,  United  States  Ariy  Vietnaa,  APO  San  Francisco  9^375  1  8  JAN  197J 

TO  I  Coaaander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy  Pacific,  ATTOi  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Developaent,  Dapartaant  of  the 
Aray,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
fnr  Ihe  quarterly  period  ending  3l  October  1970  froia  Headquarters,  1st 
Aviation  Brigade  and  concurs. 

2.  Comaents  follow  1 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  "Simulated  Right,  Left  Fixed  Pedal 
Antitorque  Failure,"  page  16,  paragraph  2c(i).  Simulated  antitorque 
failure  training  with  the  fixed  loft  and  right  pedal  setting  waus  dis¬ 
continued  on  17  November  1970  ^  ^  required  maneuver  for  aJJ.  UH-1 
helicopters.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended.  Unit  has 
been  so  advised. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "Unauthorized  modifications  of  the 
M-60  Machine  Gun,"  page  17,  paragraph  2e(l).  The  Ist  Aviation  Brigade 
should  continue  command  and  maintenance  emphasis  to  ensure  that  only 
authorized  modifications  are  performed  on  organic  M-60  machine  guns 
and  other  weapons.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended.  Unit 
has  been  so  advised. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  "Premature  Obsolescence  of  Federal 
Stock  Numbers,"  page  19,  paragraph  2h(l).  FSN  1560-937-2603,  Impedence 
Matching  Network,  has  been  reinstated  as  a  valid  FSN,  Fourteen  Impedence 
matching  networks  were  shipped  to  AMMC  and  future  requisitions  will 

bo  filled.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended.  Unit  has  been 
so  advised. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER  I 


Cy  fum: 
ist  Avn  Bde 


^CC 

Assista*'*  Auni>e"t  General 
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GPOP-DT  (15  Hov  7Q)  2d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  o£  HQ,  1st  Aviation  Brigade, 

for  Period  Ending  31  October  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  ^  g 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department 

of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 

Ham  MM 
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un:^t 

LOCATICH 

APO 

54th  util  Apl  Co 

long  Thanh 

96530 

74th  Recon  Apl  Co 

Fha  Loi 

96289 

222d  caSAT  A  TO  5fl 

4  Ffv  Co 

Bear  Cat 

Bear  Cat 

96530 

96530 

117th  Aslt  Hel  Co 

Long  Binh  (Plantation) 

96266 

195th  Aslt  fel  Cb 

93d  hed  Jet  (OA) 

Long  Einh  (Plantation) 
Long  Eirl)  (Plantation) 

96266 

96266 

240th  Aslt  Ffel  Co 

772d  Red  Det  (OA) 

Bear  Cat 

Lear  Cat 

96530 

96530 

273d  Ilvy  Hel  Co 

iX>r^  Binh  (oAAF) 

96384 

26.9th  CUKHAT  AVC  Bh 

Cu  Chi 

96353 

He  &  HQ  Co 

Cu  Chi 

96353 

187th  Aslt  Hel  Co 

5413b  Led  Jet  (ui) 

Tay  Idnh 

Tay  iiinh 

96216 

96216 

242d  Aslt  opt  ffel  Co 

Cu  Chi 

96353 

3d  oeUADHON  17  th  rtlR  CAV^^ihY 

HQ  &  HQ  Troop 
h  Troop 

B  Troop 

C  Troop 

0  Troop 

m  An 

Di  An 
id.  An 

Di  An 

s^uang  Tri  (/»tch  212  CAB) 

Di  An 

96289 

96289 

96289 

96289 

96477 

96289 

16th  Ca-iBi.T  AVN  GP 

HQ  HQ  CO 

Chu  Lai  (atch  23d  Amer  Div) 
Chu  Lai  (Atch  23d  Amer  Div) 

96325 

96325 

1 4th  COMBAT  AVH  BM 

C1)u  Lai  (i^tch  23d  /uner  Div) 

96325 

&  HQ  Co 

14th  octy  Plat 

534th  Med  Det  (0.s) 

Chu  Lai  (Atch  23d  Amer 

Chu  iai  (Atch  23d  /uner 

Chu  Lai  (Atch  23d  Anier 

Div) 

Div) 

Div) 

96325 

96325 

96325 

71st  Aslt  Hel  CO 

Chu  Lai  (Atch  23d  yuner 

Div) 

96325 

132d  aslt  Spt  Kel  Co 

Chu  Lai  (Atch  23d  Aaer 

Div) 

96325 

174th  Aslt  Hel  Co 

756th  Red  Det  (OA) 

Due  Pho  (rttch  23d  Amer 
IXic  Pho  (Atch  23d  yjner 

Div) 

Div) 

96325 

96325 

176th  Aslt  Hel  Co 

24  Chu  Lai  (/.tch  23d  Amer 

Div) 

96325 

fml  i 
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LCanTluN 

APO 

l?8th  Aslt  Spt  Hel  Co 

Chu  Lai  (ntch  23d  iuner  HLv) 

96325 

212th  COMBAT  kW  BH 

Karble  Ftountain 

96349 

&  HQ  Co 

Marble  Mountain 

96349 

59th  5C  Det  (EL) 

Hue  Phu  Bai 

963O8 

21st  Recon  i^.PL  Co 

Chu  Lai 

96374 

62d  Corps  Avn  Co 

Marble  Mountain 

96349 

1 1 6th  Aslt  Hel  Co 

Chu  Lai 

96374 

A3l3t  Keel  Det  (Or.) 

Chu  lai 

96374 

131 3t  iurv  Hpl  Co 

Hue  Phu  Bai 

96308 

220th  ftecon  ..pi  Co 

Hue  Phu  Bai 

96308 

13Ath  hed  Det  (On) 

Hue  Phu  ’iii 

96308 

282d  nslt  Hel  Co 

P.arblc  lx>untain 

96349 

519th  Vxd  Det  (On) 

I-.arbiC'  i.ountain 

96349 

17th  CCti..T  GF 

Tuy  Iba 

96316 

HQ  &  Hi,  Co 

Tuy  Ifca 

96316 

25th  Ktd  Det  (On) 

Tuy  Hoa 

96316 

201st  Corps  nvn  Cb 

llha  Trang 

96240 

58th  nvn  Det 

Nha  Trang 

96240 

10th  COM&.T  kVN  bn 

Dong  Ba  Thin 

96377 

HQ  &  HQ  Co 

Dong  Ba  Thin 

96377 

130th  Led  Det  (0*.) 

Dong  &  Tnin 

96377 

A8th  Aslt  Hel  Co 

ld.nh  Hoa 

96240 

286th  Med  Det  (On) 

liinh  Hoa 

96240 

92d  Aslt  Hel  Cb 

Dong  Ba  Thin 

96377 

155th  Aslt  Hel  Co 

Ban  Ke  Thout 

96297 

8th  Med  Det  (Oh) 

Ban  Me  Thout 

96297 

185th  Recon  APL  Co 

Dong  Ba  Thin 

96377 

192d  Aslt  Hel  Co 

Fhang  Rang 

96321 

198th  Med  Det  (0«) 

Phang  Fvang 

96321 

243d  Aslt  Spt  Hcl  Co 

Dong  Efe  Thin 

96377 

281st  Hslt  Hel  Co 

25  Nha  Trang 

96240 
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52d  C/JMBivT  aVII  BN 

HQ  4  HQ  Co 

52d  octy  Plat 

63th  Inf  Det  (lUIlrJt) 

94th  Ked  Det  (G-.) 

Pleilcu  (Camp  Kolloway) 
Fleilcu  (Canp  Kollowsy) 
flciku  (Caisp  Holloway) 
Fleiku  (carp  Holloway) 
Flciku  (terp  Holloway) 

96494 

96494 

96494 

96494 

96494 

57th  HSlt  Hel  Co 

193d  )tea  Let  (Ck) 

An  Khe  (Carp  Radcliff) 

/in  Khe  (Carp  hadcliff) 

96294 

96294 

1 1 9th  Aslt  Hel  Co 

/in  Khe  (Csrp  Hadcliff) 

96294 

170th  A3lt  F^l  Co 

154tn  Led  Deb  (On.) 

Kontur 

Kontur 

96499 

96499 

179th  ASlt  3pt  Hcl  Co 

755th  i'.fcd  Det  {u^.} 

Fleiku  (Carp  lioUoway) 
Fltiku  (Carp  Holloway) 

96494 

96494 

189th  Aslt  hii  Co 

Flciku  (Carp  Kolloway) 

96494 

219th  hecon  Af'L  Co 

Flecku  (Car.;p  Kolloway) 

96494 

361 3t  Aeric-i  W.cns  Co 

665th  TC  Det  (KD) 

621  St  3C  jet  (RL) 

Flciku  (Carp  Holloway) 
Flciku  (Carp  Iblloway) 
Flciku  (Carp  Holloway) 

96494 

96494 

96494 

223d  COhbAT  /.Vh  BN 

KQ  &  HQ  Co 

163d  «ed  Det  (G.) 

Qui  Idion 

Qui  IQion 

Qoi  Hhon 

96238 

96238 

96238 

18th  Util  rtpl  Co 

v^ui  I  Sion 

96238 

61st  Aslt  Hcl  Co 

/in  oon  (Lane  AHF) 

96226 

129th  Aslt  F.-el  Co 

An  Son 

96238 

196th  Aslt  Spt  Hcl  Co 

546th  >fed  Det  (Oh) 

ivn  Son  (lane  nHF) 

/at  Son  (lane  aHP) 

96226 

96226 

225th  Surv  rtpl  CO 

Tuy  Hoa 

96316 

268th  C0^a.T  r.VM  BN 

Tuy  Hot. 

96316 

KQ  4  HQ  Co 

433d  Ked  Det  (Gn) 

Tuy  Hoa 

Tuy  Hoa 

96316 

96316 

134th  Aslt  Kel  Co 

Tuy  Koa 

96316 

180th  Aslt  Spt  Hel  Co 

Tuy  Hoa 

96316 

238th  Aerial  ppns  Co 

26  Tuy  Hoa  1 

96316 
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ULilT 

LCC.TIOK 

APO 

355th  Hvy  H&l  Co 

Tdy  Hsa 

56316 

7th  SQDH  17  kLR  CAVAIilY 

HQ  Sc  KQ  Troop 

rleiku  (tecp  Holloway) 
Pleiku  (Caiip  Ifclloway) 

56494 

56494 

A  Tbroop 

Pleiku  (Chnp  Holloway) 

56494 

B  Troop 

Pleiku  (Canp  Holloway) 

96494 

C  Troop 

An  Khe  (Canp  Radcliff ) 

96490 

D  Troop 

aT-  Khe  iCar.p  Radcliff) 

56490 

K  Troop 

Fnan  Thict 

96317 

164th  CC{<iUT  /^VH  C? 

K4  <4  Co 

5  2d  vji  Det  (RLTRL) 

Btry  H  (Be  arch  Lt)  2Sth  ?jrty 
c^d  CH  urt  t.-'i.'nii-) 

5th  Qi  Det  (PhlliL) 

53d  QM  Dot 

267th  FA  Det 

13th  Bcty  Flat 

73th  FA  Cet  (Ri.IuFc; 

268th  F»  IX;t 

261  ot  Fo  Dot  {Rjxd,J>) 

2t6th  FA 

A:i-IG  MLTT  (Atch  12tn  C.G) 

OH-6, \  flLTT  {ntc.T  12th  CaG) 

69th  tnf  Det  (RaDaR) 

2628  t ft  Dt  t  (KiiUA,*) 

Can  Tho 

Can  Tno 

Can  Tho 

Can  TY)o 

itTiO 

Tno 

Can  Tho 

Iii:h  csLnlj 
o&u  riiw 
usn  Tno 

Virj-i  Gia 

Vinh  Long 

Jtii  Hoii  ik  e 

Vonp  Thu 

Vur,e  7au 

80c  Trang 

00c  Trsng 

56215 
56215 
56215 
96215 
5621 5 
96215 

56215 

96215 

96215 

56215 

56215 

56357 

56215 

56251 

56291 

96296 

56256 

13th  aF.BAT  aV.m  3A* 

Hw,  it  HQ  Co 

41st  hed  Dot 

Gan  Tho 

Tho 

Can  Tho 

56215 

56215 

56215 

*121  St  ASlt  Hel  Co 

60c  Trang 

56256 

l62d  iislt  Hel  Co 

Can  Tho 

56215 

191st  i.slt  Hel  Co 

Can  Tho 

56215 

221st  Recon  /ipl  Co 

ten  Tho 

56215 

*336th  nslt  Hel  Co 

Soc  Trang 

56296 

C  Troop  1 6th  CaV  2? 

Can  Tho 

9629-6 
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UlilT 

i/iCATlDS 

n?0 

2’.  4th  COi-iBAT  aV..  EK 

Virii  Long 

S6357 

K  Sc  KQ  Co 

Yinh  Lor^ 

S6357 

758th  feed  dot  (On.) 

Vinh  Long 

56357 

114th  --.sit  Ffel  Cb 

Virii  Long 

56357 

135th  nslt  rfel  Co 

Dong  Tan 

5635? 

175  th  Aslt  .wel  Co 

.^inh  lorig 

5635? 

335th  nSlt  i»l  Co 

Dong 

5057 

307th  C(12j..T  A'/h  BK 

C'.n  T;.c 

96215 

n'Q  v4  Hw  Cb 

-u-r.  Tx.o 

56215 

774th  Ked  uet  (Ca) 

Can  Tno 

56215 

73d  ourv  Apl  Co 

ecrig  Tnanh 

56350 

147th  /.sit  ;^pt  i;tl  tvO 

ii-i.  D.c 

56215 

B5tfi  :«td  IX- 1  (cA) 

TrjO 

56215 

235th  Aerir.i  Wpr-  Co 

Gan  *..c 

56215 

271.jt  ^.oit  op  r.e  i  eo 

Chn  Tn  • 

56215 

7th  6^D'i  Ist  AiK  DiV 

yir.'i  hoiiT 

5057 

H4  <lc  .“.Q  Troop 

Vinh  long 

56357 

83d  Me  i  IXt  (CA) 

vinn  Lorig 

56357 

4  Troop 

Vinh  Lohg 

56357 

B  Troop 

Vinh  Long 

56357 

C  Troop 

v'inh  Long 

56357 

D  Troop 

Vinh  lor.2 

56357 

D  Troop,  23d  oqdn,  5th  nxr  Cav 

Vinli  Lorig  (i.ttachcd) 

56357 

’♦Denotes  units  reduced  to  cadre  strer^gth. 

HOTL;  All  aviation  Dttacteents  {1})  on  tliis  listing  are  sssigncd  to  the 
l£5th  Aviation  Group  (Cor.bat)  and  furtrtr  attached  to  Brigade  units 
or  other  Cor..i.ands  as  indicated. 

Request  each  ChG  and  ^)2th  C/iB  varify  the  in^^orration  and  notify  C-3) 
1st  HVn  Ede,  ^,Z6-Zn3/2^03  of  any  corrections. 
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A'/BAGB  12  September  1970 

SUBJBCTj  Effects  of  Helicopter  '.ir  Strikes 


SEE  DISTRTBl/rTOK 


1,  (C)  The  following  information  is  a  compilation  of  59  int£<rrogation 
reports  of  formor  WA  ar/i  VC  porsonnol  that  wEr«  either  capturod  or  ral¬ 
lied  tu  the  G’/II,  all  of  whom  had  b^-en  subjected  to  air  strikes,  and  covors 
a  period  from  October  196?  to  Juno  1970.  Subject  areas  In  which  intur- 
rogators  asked  questions  is  attach«»d,  (Incl  l) 

2,  (C)  Only  six  reports  were  used  which  included  high  porfontianco  air¬ 
craft  and/or  artillery  support.  H^'slicoptors  wore  used  In  each  strik'  . 

3,  (C)  Background  information: 

a.  20  porsonnol  Int^-rroratcd  wore  motibors  of  the  Iv’VA. 

b.  Sources  ranged  from  15  to  39  yoars  of  ege,  and  k^-d  from  0  to  7 
3roars  of  formal  oducation. 

c.  Military  or  VC  oxcorionco  ranged  from  ono  month  to  22  yonrs. 

Jbst  of  tho  VC  had  roceived  littlo  or  no  formal  training.  k'VA  personnel 
rocoivod  from  ono  to  t’rros  months  basic  and  some  had  att-jndod  officor 
and  NCO  schools. 

d.  Sources  acocuntod  for  39^  KBA,  213  rBA,  110  dosertors,  20  who  ral¬ 
lied,  weapons  dostroyod,  22  sampans  dostroyod,  B1  houses  destroyed, 

54  houses  damaged  and  various  supplies  and  oquipmont  destroyed,  as  ,•> 
result  of  tho  air  strikes, 

0.  Sources  know  of  14  aircraft  being  shot  down,  but  had  no  informa¬ 
tion  on  hits'. 

4,  (C)  Tactics: 

a.  Small  VC  units  or  guerrilla  teams  seldom  roceivo  instructions  on 
defensive  action  against  holiccptors  and  roly  solely  on  avoiding  detection 
and  using  tho  protection  offered  by  covered  tronchos.  In  isclatod  cases 
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SO&JBCJTj  Sffeet*  of  HaXioopter  Air  Strikes 

the  VC  were  instnictod  to  shoot  at  aircraft  only  under  the  fcllowing 
circumstances  I  ' 

(1)  It  was  certiin  that  the  unit's  location  had  been  positively 

identified ,  , 

(2)  Only  when  the  aircraft  was  flj-lng  "low  and  alow*',  ns  at  the 
bonb  release  point. 

(3)  Only  if  the  firor  was  contain  ho  could  shcot  down  the  aircraft, 

(4)  ’'^hen  ground  trosps  wero  being  inserted, 

CO.MMSWTi  Since  the  first  two  stipulations  prosupp.'sod  an  air  strdko 
in  progress,  the  sources  irdlcato  that  aoldoni  would  anyone  oxpnee  thom- 
solvos  enough  to  fire  it  the  aircraft,  ospocinlly  with  only  small  calibor 
rifles , 


b,  Battalion  size  units  norsolly  hove  a  small  AA  capability,  but  rely 
hoavliy  on  not  being  dotoctod,  Firing  at  aircraft  is  avoided,  whonovor 
possible,  to  procludo  drawing  an  airstrlko.  An  exception  to  this  is  that 
troops  caught  In  the  open  uso  diversionary  tactics,  A  prodosignatod  cell 
of  3  ®on,  or  a  squad  dopondont  jT,  the  size  of  the  unit  and  number  of 
aircraft,  is  used  to  fire  on  t^o  aircraft  and  draw  attontion  away  from 

the  main  body,  enabling  it  t'  so ok  cover. 

c,  Vhon  engaging  helicopters  from  dug-in  positions,  the  conditions 
for  engagement  were  that  tho  aircraft  must  be  within  a  latoral  range  of 
not  more  th^n  JQO  motors  and  c  vertical  range  of  not  moro  than  I30  motors. 
These  conditions  wero  imposed  in  order  to  bring  effective  fire  on  tho 
target  from  all  weapons  within  the  unit,  Although  the  light  and  heavy 
machineguns  could  bring  offoctivo  fire  on  tho  alrcra^  at  a  distance  in 
excess  of  3^0  motors,  tho  ASi-47,  tho  primary  individual  woapon,  could  bo 
most  effectively  employed  within  300  meters. 

d,  fiZ  Interdictory  Taotiosj  Generally  thoro  '^ro  two  methods  employed 
in  an  effort  to  deny  Allied  holicoptors  the  use  of  LZ's  noar  a  unit's 
base  camp  area. 

(1)  ^^ines  aro  laid  approximatoly  iO  to  I5  motors  apart.  Those  mines 
qonsist  of  3  kilograms  of  TNT  and  metal  pellets,  and  a  prossuro  fu*o, 

^ftey  have  an  effective  killing  radius  of  up  to  25  mstors,  (The  mines 
are  picked  up  when  the  unit  leaves  the  area,) 
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(2)  A  platoOTi  is  doployod  nroitrvl  tao  LZ  in  ordor  to  anbush  AlJidd 
troops  arrlTlng  thor«»  iheso  ssbushos  aro  laid  ypon  receipt  pf  infoma- 
tlon  that  s  helicopter  operation  was  cofdnz  into  their  AO,  (Souroos 
stated  that  they  often  received  warnings  as  auch  "s  tw-fe  days  in  advance 
of  an  operation.)  Tho  purpose  of  the  aabusbes  are  tw^^old,  First,  to 
inflict  casualties  2nd  danago  or  destroy  ’drcraft,  and’  second,  to  load 
any  puff'^ihg  force  away  froa  the  .nain  body  of  the  unit.  Tho  latter  is 
acconpli shed  through  th^  withdrawal  of  the  aabushing  unit  in  a  diroction 
away  fro«  the  base  canp  area, 

5*  (to  Fortification  and  I>5ocysi 

a,  Portifiod  positions  ncrrally  are  "L*  or  "C"  shapsd,  covorod  with 
timbers  and  30  to  50  continetirs  (12  to  20  inchoa)  of  dirt,  and  oanou- 
flaged  with  loaves  and  natural  foliage  to  arpid  detoctics'., 

b,  Whon  docoy  positions  are  usod,  thoy  *ro  construotod  25  tq  30 
meters  away  from  the  pri-aary  positions,  po-'rly  caraouflrgod  and  normally 
marmod  by  dumlos.  When  aircraft  attack  tho  doooy  positions  they  '  ■o 
engsgod  by  a  team  of  3  colls.  If  tho  colls  draw  firo,  thoy  rotroa*  ..nto 
tho  shelters,  withdraw  as  so:n  as  possible  and  rotum  to  the  base  camp, 

c.  Trenches  or  slapl  fortified  positions  aro  nonealXy  proparod  \Mador 
tho  floor  of  housog  in  tho  aroa  used  as  rest  areas,  Tho  houses  aro  located 
near  well  ooneealo’d  trails  leading  tc  the  fortified  positions  to  allow  ■ 
most  of  tho  porsonnol  in  the  area  to  rotroat  to  tho  fortifiod  positions 
without  detection, 

d.  Positions  '*ro  l-'catod  apprcxl^wtaly  50  motors  from  tho  banks  of 
canals,  sewo times  In  tho  treos,  bat  noraally  on  tho  outsldo  odgo  of  tho 
tree  lino  and  always  noar  tho  paddlos, 

6,  (C)  H?raloi 

a.  The  morale  of  porsonnol  of  units  to  which  tho  sources  woro  as~ 
signed  ranged  from  high  in  units  that  had  not  boon  rubjoctod  to  an  air 
strike,  to  low  and  very  lew  in  units  that  had  rocoivod  air  strikes  and 
oasualtios, 

b,  ffest  units  experienced  desertions  and  malingering  after  air  strikes 
due  to  the  fear  of  death  or  injury  and  the  added  hardships  of  living  in 
the  jungle,  moving  at  night,  shortage  of  food,  supplies,  ©qulpriont  and 
stasrlng  alert  in  the  event  of  another  air  strike. 
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0(  Some  sources  indicated  that  several  personnel  deserted  as  late  as 
seven  inooths  after  receiving  an  air  strike,  saiie  of  which  l«td  heai^  of  ' 

other  air  strikes, 

7,  (C)  Effects J  , 

a.  Not  all  sources  considered  air  strikes  effective  since  maiTy  wore 
conducted  against  decoy  positions  or  in  clearings  away  from  the  main 
body  and  their  fortified  positions, 

b.  Many  felt  that  impropor  or  insufficient  ordnance  was  used  against 
thoir  positions .and  that  strikes  were  concentrated  in  too  small  an  area, 

c.  All  sources  indicated  a  fear  for  rockets  and  general  purpose  bombs, 
for  their  fragnents  and  concussion.  However,  most  felt  relatively  safe 
from  rockets  if  they  wore  iii  fortified  positions,  (Duo  partially  from 

not  boing  detected  and  the  low  probability  of  diroct  hit,)  All  fearod 
rockets  and  guns  if  caught  in  an  opon  area,  duo  to  their  accuracy  and 
high  rate  of  fire, 

d.  Many  felt  that  thoru  often  was  too  much  delay  in  gunships  arriving 
on  station  after  tho  observation  pianos  started  circling  tho  area  and 

in  some  casos  marking  with  smoke. 

e.  All  sources  felt  that  fire  should  bo  placed  in  a  widor  area  in 
tho  case  of  troops  caught  in  tho  open.  Fire  also  should  bo  dircctod  along 
troo  linos  and  tho  odgo  of  [»ddios  near  rost  areas,  since  most  of  tho 
time  troops  have  a  littio  time  to  disporso  or  gain  tho  security  of  forti¬ 
fied  prsltlcns, 

f.  It  can  bo  concluded  that  air  strikes  have  a  definite  psychological 
offoct,  often  causing  tho  cemandor  to  lose  complete  control  of  tho  unit, 

8,  (C)  Handling  of  Downed  Pilots:  Onlj'  one  unit  had  rocoived  positive 
instructions  relative  to  handling  downed  pilots.  Any  pilot  (Vietnamese, 

OS,  or  FWMAF)  captured  .would  bo  brought  to  tho  Battalion  Comiuander.  (The 
order  also  allegodly  throatonod  a  death  penalty  for  anj'  VC  who  might  kill 
rather  than  capture  a  downed  pilot,)  Others  assu'-ied  that  tho  pilots  wore 
to  b«  captured  whonovor  possible.  (Other  intolligonco  reports  indicate 
that  explicit  instructions  aro  given  NVA  units  to  capture  downed  pilots,) 

9,  (C)  Conclusions: 

a.  Air  strikes  are  considorod  offectlvo  in  tho  area  of  oraploymont, 
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Inflicting  heavy  casualties  and  danage  to  supplies  and  oquipraont» 

b.  Rocket  and  gunships  aro  feated  greater  in  open  areas  due  to  their 
accuracy  and  high  rate  of  fire, 

0.  The  laain  body  or  other  units  are  often  missed  by  concentrating 
air  strikes  in  small  areas  or  against  decoys. 

d.  Air  strikes  are  conducted  against  unoccupied  base  camps  while 
the  unit  is  located  within  200  meters  of  the  site, 

e.  Air  strikes  have  a  tremendous  psychological  effect  on  the  por- 
sonnel  in  the  unit,  often  rendering  it  lOOjf  inoffoctivo  for  short  periods 
of  time  and  partially  for  exter-ded  periods  causing  desertions  and  malin¬ 
gering. 


f,  Spotter  aircraft  circling  over  the  area  for  extended  periods  of 
time  and  a  delay  of  gunships  arriving  on  station  often  allows  elements 
of  the  unit  to  withdraw  prior  to  the  air  strike, 

g«  Insertion  of  ground  personnel  will  cause  the  oneiry  to  disclose 
his  location, 

h.  Ground  swoops  aro  not  always  conductod  to  chock  for  undetected 
personnel,  abandoned  equipaont  and  supplies. 

10,  (C)  Rooonho'ndations « 

a,  Reoormalssanco  by  firo  should  bo  conducted  in  tho  area  adjacent 

to  known  or  suspected  onony  locations  in  an  effort  to  jocftte  other  elements 
of  tho  unit  and  their  fortified  positions, 

b.  Observation/spotter  aircraft  should  not  circle  tho  lamodiate 
area  whore  enemy  personnel  aro  located  but  should  enlarge  their  search 
area,  thus  giving  tho  enemy  a  false  sense  of  security  and  possibly  pre¬ 
venting  him  from  dispersing  or  gaining  tho  security  of  fortified  positions 
prior  to  tho  arrival  of  gunships. 

c*  Whenever  possible  ground  troops  should  bo  inserted  to  swoop  tho 
area  causing  the  onomy  to  discloso  his  position  and  take  prisoners. 
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SDBJECTi  Effects  of  Helicopter  Air  Strikes. 

11,  (0)  Connentsi 

4,  liich  of  this  information  has  been  alluded  to  in  other  publloatieos, 
Howorer,  this  does  give  units  a  composite  view  of  helicopter  effectiveness 
from  the  eneiiy  viewpoint, 

b,  Wditional  information  will  bo  furnished  when  received, 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER I 


1  Inel 
as 


nrSTRIBUTIONi  "B" 
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ib.lact  Areas  In  which  Intorrogators  Kornsllv  Ask  Qgostions  i 


1,  Circucistances  Surrounding  the  Air  Strike 

2,  Reason  for  Air  Strike  (Detection  of  Personnel  or  Buildings,  etc) 

3,  Conduct  of  Air  Strikes 

4,  Results  of  Air  Strikes 
5*  Dafansive  Tactics 

6«  Coanunications  (Organic  Capability) 

?.  Storage  Areas  (Knowledge  of  Cache  Areas) 

Onoxploded  Ordnance  (IXids  and  Their  Dosposition) 

9,  Morale 

10,  Effectivonoss  (Mathids  of  Inprovoront) 

11,  Unit's  fftssion  (Rost  Area,  Snreut#,  etc) 

12,  Aircraft  Downed  or  Destroyed 

13»  Handling  of  downed  Pilots  (Instructiors) 
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